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Synopsis
Bullies have feelings too. That's what Katie and Jessie learn.
The two best friends agree on everything -- almost everything.
They each have different feelings when it comes to the way
they feel about Alani, the girl who is always doing horrible
things to them.
When pieces of Alani's life begin to surface, Katie and Jessie
both conclude that bullies are not just born, they are made.
Alani isn't the only one whose life is being turned upside
down. Katie and Jessie experience their own troubles and
their other friends are going through difficult times as well.
Can this group of friends pull together to stop the bullying
that is going on around them? Sometimes it takes only a few
kids to make a big change. Things will only get worse for
these friends before they can get better- if things ever get
better.

Excerpt
“There’s the bus, let’s go,” I say and head for the door. We climb
onto the bus and head towards the back to the only seat that’s left.
As I’m walking, I trip over something and fall to the floor.
“That’s what you get for not watching where you’re going,” says a
husky voice behind me. I turn to see Alani Yang pointing and laughing.
Before long, all the kids on the bus are laughing at me.
“Hey, what’s the holdup?” yells our bus driver, Mr. Carsen. As I’m
picking myself and my books up from the floor, I feel a hand grab mine
and help me up. It’s my loyal best friend, Jessie.
She helps me into my seat and before I know it, she twirls around
on her heels and heads back up the aisle towards Alani. “Pick on
somebody your own size!” Jessie yells at Alani while standing on her
tiptoes. Alani Yang is the tallest kid in the 6th-grade class, and she
tends to use this size to her advantage. For some reason, it’s always
to my disadvantage. She’s also one of the smartest, so her tricks are
always clever.
I grab Jessie and pull her back towards our seat. “Let’s just sit down
so we can get home. The faster the better,” I say to Jessie.
She turns in my direction and just stares at me for a second before
saying, “Katie, why do you let Alani treat you so? You don’t even seem
to be mad, and she is always mean to you for no reason.”
“I’m not sure why I let her treat me the way she does. I should go
tell her off, right now.” Then I remember what my parents have taught
me ever since I could understand. They taught me to be kind to others
even when they aren’t kind to me. If someone is bullying me, I am
supposed to tell another teacher and my parents, as well. “I get very
mad when she mistreats me, but I think if I act nice to her long enough,
she’ll be nice to me,” I tell Jessie.

Sample Q&A/ Tip Sheet

Q: Where did the story idea come from?
A: As a child, I was bullied a lot and I realized that dealing with
bullies is one of the hardest things a child often encounters.

Q: What inspires you to write for children?
A: The children themselves because I understand their struggles
and even experienced a lot of the same things.

Q: Who are your favorite writers?
A: Maya Angelous, Sharon Draper, and James Patterson, just to
name a few.

Q: Why did you choose to self-publish?
A: I heard all of the horror stories about traditional publishing. I
considered traditional publishing but I wanted to have most of
the control over my work so I decided to go the self-publishing
route. I think traditional publishing is great for some people but
not for me at this stage of my career.

Q: How do you come up with ideas for your books?
A: I literally brainstorm things that I encountered as a child,
things that my friends went through, and the things that I see
children facing today and I go from there. I take those ideas
and figure out how I can turn this situation into a good story.

